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A peek at the news recently indicates that
new cases of coronavirus are skyrocketing,
prompting many to prepare for a long winter
of social distancing and possible bouts of
quarantines. Everyone will handle personal
celebrations in ways that make sense for their
families, but there’s no denying that the holiday shopping experience and usual workrelated celebrations will look different this
year. Even the annual in-person Holiday
Chamber BASH has been canceled.
Our local businesses have shown incredible
creativity in finding ways to continue to conduct business, even in the face of a global
pandemic and operating restrictions. Each of
us understands how devastating an outbreak
could be for a small business (personally and
professionally) and of course we all want to
minimize any negative effects for owners and
staff.
Chamber members told us they wanted to
support fellow business owners in the community but also do so in a safe way. That’s
why we created the Chamber Tinsel & Tidings
publication (available on our homepage at
westmorelandchamber.com). Filled with coupons, promotions, and holiday greetings, this
is an easy way to find great gift ideas while
helping out another area proprietor.

dance of caution, it’s never been easier to
shop remotely.

If you’ve ever used a grocery delivery service
or have bought from businesses that offer
curbside pickup, you understand their conBelow we also offer a few broader suggesvenience. These services minimize time spent
tions on how to find thoughtful gifts for everyone on your list, even during a COVID holiday potentially being exposed to virus germs and
save customers time and energy as a bonus.
season. With a little creativity, we can still
While relatively few of us may have taken
shop locally and make seasons bright in a
advantage of this perk in the past, many say
socially distant world.
they will continue to use curbside or delivery
options post-COVID because of their ease and
Take Advantage of Delivery
awesomeness.

or Curbside Pickup

Ever-changing health expert guidelines can be
confusing, and we certainly support anyone
who says, “I’m just going to mask up and go in
person.” For others with underlying health
conditions or who prefer to exercise an abun-

Nearly every business that offers tangible
goods has some version of curbside options.
But if you’re normally a browser, this may not
be the best route for you. That’s why some
creative businesses in the area will schedule

remote shopping sessions via zoom or
FaceTime. While taking a stroll through the
store as you discuss what you’re looking for,
the business representative can offer additional suggestions based on their knowledge
and expertise. If you don’t see this service
advertised by somewhere you want to shop,
just call and ask!

Safe(r) Experiences
In recent years, the popularity in gifting experiences instead of actual things for the holidays has exploded. After all, gifting art lessons
or dance classes can potentially be appreciated for far longer than a toy under the tree.
Many also offer gift certificates redeemable
for a distant future.
See Christmas ● Page 3
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Christina Jansure
December marks the highly anticipated and annual festive Holiday
BASH. This year the event was recreated by our Chamber staff by
incorporating a “Tinsel & Tidings” electronic publication. This electronic book offered advertising opportunities to our membership
community. This special Marketing Event allowed members to promote their businesses to over 2,500 contacts with additional exposure on the Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce Website.
Each advertiser was entered into a drawing to win extra marketing
efforts and be featured on the Chamber Facebook page. Be sure to
check out the “Tinsel & Tidings” electronic publication and support
your local Chamber members!

Westmoreland County Chamber
of Commerce Board Chair
VP of Sales—
Industrial & Commercial Division,
Gillinder Glass

year is EVOLVE. It reminds me that I am already doing great things
with inspiring people so to evolve further keeps me on the same path
with the added bonus of luxury & ease. This year I will be collaborating with some great people, I want to become an example of compassion & self-awareness. If 2020 was less than wonderful, the only
December is that special time of year when we take time to look back way 2021 will be better is by evolution. Lincoln said ‘Folks are usually
about as happy as they make their minds up to be.’
upon the year and evaluate our progress, both personal and professional. I came across a piece written by Aadil Chimthanawala that I
If we all choose to have a more positive attitude and show kindness,
think is pretty fitting as we wrap up the year we know as 2020:
image the possibilities. On behalf of the Westmoreland County
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, I would like to wish you all
December is a time for reflection & planning. I was counting my
a very Happy Holiday Season and prosperous New Year!
blessings & mapping a course forward. My one-word theme for the
The Westmoreland County Chamber continues to develop and offer
new networking and value-added programs to our dedicated members. Stay tuned as we present innovative ideas and opportunities to
connect and grow your business in these coming months.

TINSEL & TIDINGS
is a collection of Chamber
member sales, gift ideas,
special discounts, holiday
greetings, and more!
View the book on our website at

&
Live! Casino in Westmoreland Mall held an inviteonly ribbon cutting party on November 17, one
week prior to its official opening to the public.
Guests were among the first to gamble at the
casino’s slot machines and table games and dine at
two of its restaurants while being entertained by an
aerialist and living statues. The ceremony featured
several ribbon cuttings, allowing numerous dignitaries
to take their turn with the giant scissors while
preventing crowding. In addition to table games
and slot machines, Live! Casino features Guy Fieri’s
American Kitchen + Bar, Sports & Social Steel City
restaurant, FanDuel SportsBook, bowling, skee-ball,
a golf simulator and other bar games.

let’s keep it that way, thank you), consider making a donation to a local charity in
their name. Plenty of worthy organizations need your support this year, now
more than ever.
At the risk of inadvertently leaving someone out, we won’t try to list everyone
here. Our recommendation is to consider
(or ask!) what causes are important to a
loved one and find a local organization to
match them. If 2020 has taught us nothing else, it’s that we have to rely on one
another – possibly more than we’d previously cared to admit – and all the stuff in
the world cannot compare.

Christmas ● From 1

For example, Chamber member organizations combat premature births, homelessness, and drug addiction. Others work to
protect child safety, watersheds, or promote animal adoptions. You can find
efforts that work to support local families
and businesses in our backyard or international organizations with chapters in Westmoreland County that
also focus on global issues.

In the age of COVID, facilities are currently limiting class size or offer
outdoor options during milder weather. Some even offer online instruction options, where possible. Regardless, any businesses that
For free experiences to share together, check out outdoor exhibits
operate in-person experiences follow CDC guidance to the letter, and
like Art in the Alley through the Westmoreland Cultural Trust or
often go above and beyond to ensure the safety of their customers
online education resources through the Westmoreland County Hisand workers.
torical Society.
Also consider gift cards for takeaway at local restaurants, which can
Remember to check the Chamber website for a full listing of all memhelp support small businesses today who must operate under rebers in the business directory and review specials being offered in
duced density requirements. Seriously, who doesn’t love when someTinsel & Tidings. You can always call the Chamber Office at 724-834one else makes your dinner, especially if you can eat it at home in
2900 or email us at info@westmorelandchamber.com if you have
your pajamas?
additional comments or suggestions.

Places to Consider Giving Donations
For the people on your list who have everything (except COVID and

From everyone at the Chamber, we wish you a happy and safe holiday season!
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Christina Jansure - Gillinder Glass (Chair)
Bradley Roth - McDowell Associates (Vice Chair)
John Kline - Standard Bank (Treasurer)
Jessica Urbanik - GOAL Magazine/SecondHalf
Coach (Secretary)
Thomas Jeffrey Cook - Somerset Trust Company
Linda Dickson - Redstone Presbyterian
SeniorCare
Chrissy Ferree - Chroma Technology Solutions
Dan Galbraith - Solutionist-SWAG
Walt Henry - THE pt GROUP Physical Therapy
Michelle Ivill - Vale Vista Associates
Sherry Magretti-Hamilton - Westmoreland
County Register of Wills
Jeffrey McDonald - West Penn Power/First Energy
Janeen Moffa - S&T Bank
Chris Mohler-King - Sendell Motors
Gabe Monzo - Westmoreland County Airport
Authority
Ann Nemanic - Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau
Dennis O’Hara - Guardian Construction
Management
Jason Rigone - Westmoreland County Industrial
Development Corporation
Dr. Tuesday Stanley - Westmoreland County
Community College
Michael Storms - Elliott Group
Paul Ward - Kennametal

Walt Henry,
Marketing Consultant

Walt Henry
719 North Meadowcroft Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15216
412-389-0564
Business Coaches, Consultants,
Speakers, Authors

*Bill Ferri - Ferri Pharmacy
*Ron Ott - University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
*James Smith - Economic Growth Connection
*Tony Vecchio - Coldwell Banker
* Ex-officio member

Solicitor
45 Years

15 Years

James Creenan - Creenan & Baczkowski, PC

St. Vincent College

Aquinas Academy

Chamber Staff

Integrity Retirement Solutions LLC

Chad Amond - President & CEO
Courtney Guerrieri - Director of Membership
Services
Joanne Pearson - Director of Operations
Tricia Thomas - Director of Communications
& Event Planning
Grace Markum - Leadership Westmoreland
Facilitator/Consultant

35 Years
Teeter Associates, Inc.

25 Years
RCAP Solutions, Inc.

Latrobe Area Hospital Charitable
Foundation
PNC Bank Greengate Centre

5 Years
Banc Card of America
Kattan Ferretti Financial, LP
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

Phil Koch
The Community Foundation
of Westmoreland County

Thursday, January 28
6:46 PM

For 46 years, the Westmoreland County Prayer Breakfast has
featured spiritual readings and messages of hope from residents,
elected officials, employers, educators, students and workers spanning
a wide array of faiths. Through prayer and reflection, this event
traditionally offers an inspirational and unique forum that builds upon
the strengths that unite us here in Westmoreland County.
While we are unable to gather in person this year, the 2021 Prayer
Breakfast will directly model those in years past and will feature an
inspiring call to find your “Courage to be Kind” from Phil Koch of the
Community Foundation of Westmoreland County.

Facebook LIVE
Sponsored by:

So gather the whole family, make some pancakes for dinner, and join us
from the comfort of your own home on January 28!
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Local decisions.

Personalized solutions.
At Somerset Trust Company, we take the time
to understand your business and the industry
you serve. As your banking partner, our
experienced and dedicated professionals offer
personalized service and recommendations
that help your business exceed.
To learn how we can help your business,
call Rebecca at 724-515-6197.

Rebecca Davidson

Senior Vice President, Commercial Banking
724-515-6197
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EQUAL

Member FDIC 'l.'//.1'1,�; .

www.somersettrust.com

How does hope affect productivity, improve employee
satisfaction, commitment and engagement?
Research shows this skill matters more than you may
realize to the success of your business
Did you know?
Having hope matters more than having intelligence,
optimism or self-efficacy when it comes to productivity
in the workplace
Higher-hope human resources at companies means
more profits, more retention and better employee
satisfaction and commitment
Employees who are enthusiastic about the future are
69 times more likely to be engaged at work than those
who are not

Dr. Elizabeth Lombardo
has partnered with Combined
Insurance to help bring you
this and future webinars to
help your business succeed.
She is a licensed practicing
psychologist with a Ph.D. in
Psychology and a Master’s
degree in Physical Therapy, and
she is the authority on how to
crush your inner critic so that
you can live a life of purpose,
fulfillment and True Success™.

Executive coach and renowned psychologist, Dr. Elizabeth
Lombardo, will share ways you can cultivate hope in your
employees and grow your bottom line.

Register now at CombinedInsurance.com/Webinars

Sign up for the webinar and receive a free whitepaper!

