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Chad Amond, President & CEO of the Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce, has
been appointed to the Pennsylvania State
Transportation Commission (STC).

principal communicator.

Chad sits on a number of community organization boards and advisory councils including –
Westmoreland County Community College
“I was honored to recommend the nomination (current Vice Chairman); Pennsylvania Foundation for Free Enterprise (Current Secretary);
of Chad Amond to the distinguished State
Pennsylvania Association of Chamber ProfesTransportation Commission, which oversees
the 12-Year Transportation Program estimated sionals (Former Chairman); Chambers of Commerce Service Corporation; and Economic
at $64 billion,” said Senator Kim Ward (R-39)
Growth Connection of Westmoreland. In addiwho chairs the Senate Transportation Committee. “Chad brings a wealth of pro-business tion, Chad is the radio host of The Westmoreland Business Journal, which airs monthly
experience and a passion for improving the
on News Talk 1480 WCNS and Westmoreland
transportation system in the southwest and
Community Connections which airs weekly on
across this great Commonwealth.”
WHJB 107.1.
Amond was named President & CEO of the
“I’m honored to be recommend by Senator
Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce
Ward, nominated by Governor Wolf, and apin 2011. Under Mr. Amond’s leadership, the
pointed unanimously by the Pennsylvania SenChamber has grown significantly and is
ate to serve on the STC. I wish to make Westdedicated to supporting, encouraging, and
moreland County, our region, and all of the
advancing responsible business development
Commonwealth a better place to live, work,
by providing a number of member benefits
and play,” said Amond regarding his appointincluding advocacy for a business-friendly
ment.
environment, leadership development, and a
“It is imperative that all of the Commonwealth
forum for building professional relationships.
In his role, Mr. Amond is responsible for imple- and Westmoreland County possess and maintain adequately funded and reliable transpormenting the organization's strategic plan,
identifying opportunities to increase member- tation and other infrastructure,” Amond explains. “The Chamber advocates for greater
ship value, managing day-to-day business
efficiencies in their construction, maintenance,
operations, and serving as the organization’s

delivery and regulatory processes. To be competitive with neighboring states and within our
own region, we must improve our infrastructure to better facilitate the free flow of goods
and commerce along with the mobility of our
citizens for business and recreational activities.
This includes roads, bridges, ports, railways,
airports, mass transit and more.”
The State Transportation Commission (STC) is
chaired by the Secretary of the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and
serves as the Department’s Board of Directors.
The STC is charged with high-level evaluation
of Pennsylvania’s transportation system and
provides policy-driven direction with respect
to the development of the Twelve Year Transportation Program.
The STC approved the 2019 Twelve Year transportation program that provides $63.9 billion
dollars for improvements to roads, bridges,
transit systems, airports, railroads, and bicycle
and pedestrian facilities.
More information about the STC can be found
at www.talkpatransportation.com.

THE WESTMORELAND COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE RECOGNIZES FOTORECORD PRINT CENTER AS THE
“OFFICIAL PRINTER” OF THE CHAMBER CENTRAL NEWSLETTER. WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICES.
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HOLIDAY BASH
& BUSINESS EXPO
4

Wednesday, December 4
5:00-8:00 PM
Ramada Hotel & Conference
Center, Greensburg

IT’S A
HOLIDAY
TRADITION!
Come network with fellow members,
enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres and a
holiday cocktail at the cash bar, and perhaps
win a door prize from one of our exhibitors.
Listen to festive holiday music while you stroll
from booth to booth and maybe even do a little shopping.
Celebrate the season Chamber-style at the Holiday BASH
& Business Expo.

NETWORKING • CASH BAR
HORS D’OEUVRES • SHOPPING
EXHIBITOR PRIZES • HOLIDAY CHEER
PREMIUM ADMISSION - $25
This all-inclusive admission includes hors d’oeuvres,
visiting exhibitor booths, prizes, and networking.

BASIC ADMISSION - $10
Includes visiting exhibitor booths, prizes, and networking
(hors d’oeuvres not included). Public welcome!
Register at www.westmorelandchamber.com

2020 P RAYER
B REAKFAST
31

Friday, January 31
7:00-9:00 AM
Ramada Hotel & Conference
Center, Greensburg

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER:
Dr. Jamie Piraino
Superintendent,
Franklin Regional School District
For 45 years, the Westmoreland
County Prayer Breakfast has featured
spiritual readings and messages of hope from prominent
leaders in our Business, Education, Government, and Labor
sectors. This event offers a unique opportunity to gather in
a forum that builds upon the strengths that unite us as
residents, elected officials, employers, educators, and
workers. Additionally, students from every school district
in Westmoreland County are invited to attend as a way to
highlight the importance of unity to tomorrow’s leaders.
This year’s event will focus on education and will feature
Dr. Jamie Piraino as keynote speaker.

$20 per person; $15 student sponsorship
Register at www.westmorelandchamber.com
PRESENTED BY
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Michael T. Storms
This is my last newsletter column. My tenure as the Chairman of the
Board of Directors for Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce
has come to an end. It has been a fabulous journey.

Westmoreland County Chamber
of Commerce Board Chairman
Director of Operations,
Engineered Products,
Elliott Group

I would like to dedicate my last column to “Leadership.” Leadership
has always been a passion of mine. Over my forty years of working
with many people and teams in different manufacturing environments producing tracked vehicles (tanks), industrial food processing
equipment, mobile cranes, large engines, and turbines/compressors,
I have had many experiences. Based on those experiences and obser- factors are favorable do nothing.”
vations, I would like to leave you with my thoughts about
3. Honor – You must treat all people with dignity and respect. Honor
“Leadership.”
comes from listening, providing feedback and setting clear expectaFirst, leadership is learned and practiced, it is not given. It takes drive, tions. Say thanks, recognize results, and celebrate as a team. Sharon
hard work and perseverance.
Bower said, “The basic difference between being assertive and being
aggressive is how our words and behavior affect the rights and wellLeadership is a state of mind: “Can’t died in a corn field.” Henry Ford
being of others.”
said, “Whenever you think you can or can’t, you’re right.”
Leadership “How”
Leadership is embracing change. The stress lives in “We can always
● Align – “Where are we going?” “Why?”
do better.” George Patton said, “Accept the challenges so that you
● Disrupt – Take Action! Make Change… Get Dates!!
may feel the exhilaration of victory.”
● Honor – Respect and Dignity. Good Job! Thank You...
Leadership is a personal investment. Thomas Watson said, “Nothing
These are exciting times for our Chamber and Westmoreland County.
so conclusively proves a man’s ability to lead others as what he does
Our new Board Chairperson, Christina Jansure, is a leader and I am
from day to day to lead himself.”
looking forward to working with her as we continue to move into the
future.
Leaders are not victims. Leaders don’t blame others; they take responsibility. Mark Twain said, “Twenty years from now you will be
From the Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce Executive
more disappointed by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you
Committee and the Board of Directors, we would like to wish all of
did do. So, throw off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor,
you “happy and safe holidays.”
and catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore, Dream, Discover!”
And from me, I would like to thank Chad, his Staff, and the Board of
Leaders listen. The key to listening is to ask questions. Leaders ask
Directors for all they do for us as members of the Westmoreland
what and how questions. James Thurber said, “It is better to know
County Chamber of Commerce.
some of the questions than all of the answers.”
Leaders are subservient; leaders give of themselves. Ethel Percy Andrus said, “The human contribution is the essential ingredient. It is
only in the giving of oneself to others that we truly live.”
Leaders dream; leaders see the possibilities. Theodore Roosevelt
said, “Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs
even though checkered by failure, than to rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer much because they live in the gray
twilight that knows neither victory nor defeat.”

With sincere and deep appreciation the Westmoreland
County Chamber of Commerce recognizes

With these leadership characteristics, it has been my experience that
you need to do three things to get stuff done:

MICHAEL T. STORMS

1. Alignment – we must set a direction, vision, mission, shared goal.
Brian Tracy said, “People with clear written goals accomplish more in
a shorter period of time than people without them could ever imagine.”

for exceptional leadership, tireless devotion and
extraordinary service to the Westmoreland
County business community during his years as
Chairman of the Westmoreland County
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.

2. Disruption – Change is hard. To lead you must be ready to drive
action. Disruption forces change, action. William Feather said,
“Conditions are never just right. People who delay actions until all

&
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on October
25 to celebrate the grand opening of InFirst Bank’s
new branch location on Georges Station Road in
Greensburg. InFirst Bank has served the financial
needs of local communities as an independent bank
for nearly 100 years, making it one of the oldest
financial institutions in the area. Their mission is to
continue to build stronger communities by delivering exceptional banking service with local decision
making while providing essential financial tools and
resources to individuals and small businesses.

Dave Muraco cut the ceremonial ribbon to
commemorate the grand opening of Grind 24/7
Training Center in Export on November 2.
This new baseball and softball training center,
dedicated to the development of student athletes
of all ages, is “a place to fail and get back up and
go to work.” To be a part of their programming
or elite memberships, you must display a high
level of commitment to discipline, competition,
and most importantly HARD WORK, and must
also possess a NEVER QUIT attitude!

A ribbon cutting and open house was held on
November 2 to celebrate Lorraine Marie Tanning
& Boutique’s first year in business. Located on
Route 136 in Greensburg, Lorraine Marie’s offers
tanning in new beds with new bulbs, spray tanning,
facials, body waxing, eye lash extensions, and a full
array of hair services. You can also shop their
in-house boutique that features locally-made
seasonal, local, and glamorous finds. Stop in and
they promise you won’t want to leave!

Co-Founders Adenah Bayoh and Elzadie “Zadie”
Smith cut the ribbon at the brand new Greensburg
Cornbread restaurant on November 4. Located
inside the Greensburg Walmart, this fast-casual
farm-to-table restaurant focuses on authentic
savory soul food and the use of innovative
technology to provide a unique and family friendly
dining experience. They proudly source all ingredients from local farmers and shops; and their food
is always fresh because they prepare their meals
around the clock with great love and care.

Submit Member Moves & Milestones content to tricia@westmorelandchamber.com

&
A ribbon cutting ceremony and open house
was held on November 7 to celebrate the Grand
Re-Opening of Beeghly & Company Jewelers in
Greensburg. This marks the completion of their
expansion project that allowed the business to
build a 1,500-square-foot addition, complete with a
basement for storage, and to increase its sales floor
by 350 square feet. The new space includes a horological lab and a gemological lab, both of which
can be seen by customers through glass as they
walk into the store.

The ceremonial ribbon was cut at AHN Hempfield
Neighborhood Hospital on November 8. Located
along Route 30, the 120,000-square-foot facility will
be Pennsylvania’s first “micro-hospital” - part of an
industry trend to fill the middle ground between
traditional hospitals and urgent care centers. It will
feature an emergency department, a 10-bed
inpatient unit, diagnostic imaging, a laboratory,
cancer unit and other complementary medical
services. The facility’s 55,000-square-foot cancer
unit is scheduled to open in early January.

Locally owned Verizon retailer Wireless Made
Simple was awarded the ‘2019 National Verizon
Dealer of the Year under TCC’ award on October
23. Over 60 ownership groups and 400 stores
nationwide were eligible to win. The award is based
on several customer focused measurements including
customer feedback surveys, customer satisfaction
relevant metrics, and additional key metrics that
Verizon deems necessary to elevate the customer
experience and create the best possible long term
customer relationships.

Stadium Casino Westmoreland RE, LLC, an affiliate
of The Cordish Companies, celebrated the groundbreaking ceremony for the new $150 million LIVE!
CASINO on November 13. The casino will feature
750 slots and approximately 30 live action table
games; a Sportsbook; plus, nationally recognized
restaurants and live entertainment venues. The
project is expected to generate $188 million in
annual economic impact, with an additional $148
million in economic impact from construction,
including approximately 960 direct and indirect
construction jobs, plus approximately 500 permanent new jobs for local and regional residents.

This infographic was distributed at the Awards Luncheon & Annual Business Meeting in
October to demonstrate the reaching impact made by the Chamber and our members.
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Rob Edwards Sr State Farm Agent
Rob Edwards Sr
300 Greensburg Pike, Unit 1
West Newton, PA 15089
724-872-5939
www.robedwardssr.com
Agents & Offices (Finance & Insurance)

Somerset Trust Company

BestPlus Plastic Lumber,
A Division of Triumvirate
Environmental
Damien Crawford
1092 Claridge Elliott Road
Jeannette, PA 15644
724-522-1972
www.Bestpl.us
Representatives & Distributors
(Industrial & Manufacturing)

Charles Lutz
Enterprises LLC
Vikki Lutz
PO Box 363
Madison, PA 15663
412-295-3519
www.charles-lutz.com
Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical

Gordmans
451 Hyde Park Road
Leechburg, PA 15656
724-845-7290
www.Gordmans.com
Grocery, Convenience, and
Department Stores

Lorraine Marie
Tanning & Boutique
Lorraine Makosky
4639 Route 136, Suite 1
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-205-6157
Beauty Salons, Spa Services,
Hair Restoration Services

Lindsay Brewer
Westmoreland Mall Unit FC-05
5256 US Route 30
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-515-6190
www.SomersetTrust.com
Banks & Credit Unions

Somerset Trust Company
Lindsay Brewer
835 East Pittsburgh Street
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-515-6167
www.SomersetTrust.com
Banks & Credit Unions

Tender Care
Pediatric Dentistry
Kathleen Comini
6583 Route 819 South, Suite 1
Mount Pleasant, PA 15666
724-542-4818
www.tendercarepediatricdentistry.com
Physicians, Surgeons, Dentists,
Eye & Ear Care Professionals

Meet our Member Spotlight for December: Hannah Brinker, Community Relations Manager for Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity.
Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity partners with families
and businesses to build safe and affordable homes in our local communities. They help Habitat for Humanity homeowners achieve the
strength, stability, and independence they need to build better lives
for themselves. As Community Relations Manager, Hannah’s role focuses on volunteer management and finding potential Habitat homeowners.
“Building the relationships with the volunteers and homeowners is
truly the best part of my job,” Hannah explains. “Also being in this
sector, I enjoy collaborating with other local non-profits to better our
communities. It's been incredibly rewarding to partner with
ThinkGreensburg! and Latrobe Art Center on a recent project. This
project is ongoing until next spring.”
What does Hannah enjoy most about being involved with the
Chamber? She says, “I love being a Chamber Ambassador! It is very
gratifying to see and assist new members develop and succeed in their
businesses.”
When she’s not working, Hannah enjoys cooking (not baking!), playing
tennis, and spending time with family and friends.
Find out more at www.CWHFH.org.
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Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce

Michael Storms - Elliott Group (Chair)
Christina Jansure - Jeannette Specialty Glass (Vice Chair)
Bradley Roth - Kattan Ferretti Financial (Treasurer)
Ron Ott - University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg (Secretary)

241 Tollgate Hill Road | Greensburg, PA 15601
Phone: 724-834-2900
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Linda Dickson - Redstone Presbyterian SeniorCare
Chrissy Ferree - Chroma Technology Solutions
Walt Henry - THE pt GROUP Physical Therapy
Michelle Ivill - Vale Vista Associates
John Kline - Standard Bank
Sherry Magretti-Hamilton - Westmoreland County Register of Wills
Jeffrey McDonald - West Penn Power/First Energy
Gabe Monzo - Westmoreland County Airport Authority
Ann Nemanic - Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau
Dennis O’Hara - Guardian Construction Management
Dr. Gennaro “Jamie” Piraino Jr. - Franklin Regional School District
Jason Rigone - Westmoreland County Industrial Development Corporation
James Smith - Economic Growth Connection
Dr. Tuesday Stanley - Westmoreland County Community College
Jessica Urbanik - GOAL Magazine
Paul Ward - Kennametal
*Michael Egan - CBL Associates/Westmoreland Mall
*Bill Ferri - Ferri Pharmacy
*Tony Vecchio - Coldwell Banker
* Ex-officio member

Solicitor
James Creenan - Creenan & Baczkowski, PC

Chamber Staff
Chad Amond - President & CEO
Courtney Guerrieri - Director of Membership Services
Joanne Pearson - Director of Operations
Tricia Thomas - Director of Communications & Event Planning
Grace Markum - Leadership Westmoreland Facilitator/Consultant

Building Business. Connecting Communities. Empowering Everyone.

2020

STATE OF THE COUNTY
Luncheon
Thursday, January 9, 2020

WESTMORELAND 2020: A LOOK INTO OUR FUTURE
Join the Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce, the Economic Growth
Connection, the Industrial Development Corporation and local chambers of
commerce from across the county as we welcome special guests, County
Commissioners Gina Cerilli, Doug Chew and Sean Kertes for the 2020 State
of the County Luncheon. The Commissioners will provide perspective on the
county’s most pressing challenges heading into 2020 and offer updates on
key agenda items related to business. Participants will be invited to interact
with the Commissioners during the Q&A session, so come prepared to ask
questions and provide feedback about topics important to your business.

Ramada Greensburg
Presented By:

In Partnership With:

Sponsored By:

State of the County Registration:
Cost: $35 Members (applicable to members of any chamber) / $50 Future Members
RSVP by PH: 724-834-2900 | WEB: www.westmorelandchamber.com
MAIL: Westmoreland County Chamber, 241 Tollgate Hill Road, Greensburg, PA 15601
Name:
Phone:
People Attending:

Company:
Email:

Payment Method: ___ VISA ___ M/C ___ Discover ___ AMEX ___ Check
Credit Card No:
Exp. Date:
CVV Code:
Name on Card:
Card Billing Address:
City:
Zip:

11:30 AM:
Registration/Networking
12:00 PM:
Luncheon/Program

WESTMORELAND
COUNTY
PRAYER
BREAKFAST
31

Friday, January 31
7:00 - 9:00 AM

Ramada Hotel
& Conference Center
100 Ramada Inn Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601

$20.00 per person
$15 for Student Sponsorship
Advance registration required

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Dr. Jamie Piraino
Superintendent, Franklin Regional School District
For 45 years, the Westmoreland County Prayer Breakfast has featured spiritual readings and
messages of hope from prominent leaders in our Business, Education, Government, and Labor
sectors. This event offers a unique opportunity to gather in a forum that builds upon the strengths
that unite us as residents, elected officials, employers, educators, and workers. Additionally,
students from every school district in Westmoreland County are invited to attend as a way to
highlight the importance of unity to tomorrow’s leaders.
This year’s event will focus on education and will feature Dr. Jamie Piraino as keynote speaker.

Sponsor a Student: A $15 sponsorship allows a local high school student to attend at no cost to him/her.
Advance Registration Required:

Presented by:

Cost: $20/per person RSVP: PH: 724-834-2900
WEB: www.westmorelandchamber.com | Mail: Westmoreland County
Chamber of Commerce, 241 Tollgate Hill Rd. - Greensburg, PA 15601
❑ Adult Tickets: _____ x $20 = $________ ❑ Student Sponsorship _____ x $15 = $________ TOTAL DUE: $__________
Name: ____________________________________________ Company: _________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Attendees: ___________________________ _______________________________ _______________________________
____________________________
Payment Method: ___ VISA ___ M/C ___ Discover ___ AMEX ___ Check made payable to Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce
Credit Card No: _______________________________________ Exp Date: ________________ CVV Code:__________
Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________
Card Billing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

No refunds or cancellations after January 17, 2020 • For more information, visit westmorelandchamber.com

