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1 
7:45 am - MBPA Chapter  

Networking Breakfast, Dick’s  

Diner, Murrysville 

21 
1:00 pm - WANT Job & Career 

Expo, Ramada Greensburg 
 

5:00 pm - BASH hosted by 

Firehouse Subs at Bovard Vol. 

Fire Department 

8:00 am - Government Affairs 

Committee Meeting 22 

See Casino • Page 4 

11:30 am - WOW (Women 

of Westmoreland) Luncheon, 

Waterworks, Greensburg 

27 

Register at westmorelandchamber.com 

2 
8:00 am - Small Business 

Roundtable, “Understanding  

Financial Statements” with SCORE 

13 8:00 am - Golf Committee Mtg. 

By Amy Fauth, Contributing Writer 
 

County commissioners said the state needs to 
take a gamble on Westmoreland County. 
 

At the Westmoreland County Chamber of Com-
merce annual “State of the County” luncheon, 
the commissioners said the county is ready to 
have one of the mini casinos that are part of the 
state’s gambling expansion. 

Commission chairman Gina Cerilli couldn’t hold 
back her excitement. 

“Westmoreland County is ready,” she directed at 
the state officials who were in attendance at the 
luncheon. 

“It’s not fair that Westmoreland County doesn’t 
have a casino, and we’re hopeful that West-
moreland County will get a casino,” she said. 

Cerilli pointed out that the neighboring counties 
of Allegheny, Fayette and Washington counties 
all have fully operating casinos and are enjoying 
the revenue boost in the form of tax payments 
that comes with a casino. A casino in West-
moreland County is long overdue. 

Cerilli, and her fellow commissioners, Ted Kopas 
and Charles Anderson, spoke to nearly 400 busi-
ness leaders from around the county at the an-
nual luncheon held at the Ramada Hotel & Con-
ference Center in Greensburg. 

“Yes, yes, yes,” was Kopas’ response to whether 
he supports the possibility that one of the state’s 
10 licenses be auctioned off to a company that 
would build a mini casino somewhere in the 
county. 

While a bit more subdued, Anderson is also in 
favor of a mini casino provided it is done in the 
“right way.” 

At the luncheon, each of the commissioners 
delivered a prepared address on a variety of 
topics affecting the county and its residents, 
followed by a question and answer period with 
chamber members. 

Cerilli spoke on the county’s large population of 
senior citizens, which continues to grow as new 
retirees enter that demographic. She shared the 
many services provided by the 13 senior centers 
in the county that improve the quality of life of 
seniors, including exercise classes, activities, 
special events, health checks and more. In addi-
tion, the Go Westmoreland shared ride program, 
funded by the Pennsylvania Lottery, offers sen-
iors rides to doctors and dentist appointments, 
work, shopping excursions and even hair ap-
pointments. 

She also updated chamber members on the sta-
tus, improvements and growth of the county-run 
nursing facility, Westmoreland Manor. The facili-
ty is currently at a 97 percent occupancy 
rate,which is higher than the state average of 81 
percent.  

 

Commissioners: Westmoreland  
County Ready for a Mini Casino 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 



 

MURRYSVILLE BUSINESS & 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION 

CHAPTER BREAKFAST 
Thursday, Feb. 1 • 7:45 - 9:00 AM 

Dick’s Diner, Murrysville 
$10 for non-MBPA members 

$20 for non-Chamber/non-MBPA members 
 

WAKE UP WESTMORELAND 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 • 7:45 - 9:00 AM 

Standard Bank 
5150 Route 30, Eastgate Plaza, Greensburg 

Free for Everyone 
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Thursday, February 8, 2018  •  11:30 AM  •  $25 per member | $40 per future member 

Ferrante’s Lakeview (6153 Route 30, Greensburg, PA 15601)  

FEBRUARY MEMBER LUNCHEON 

LUNCHEON  
SPONSORS: 

“LET’S GET ENGAGED!” with Jeff Tobe 
 

Your business is changing at lightning speed.  What if we looked  

internally to make it easier externally?  In other words, what if we  

considered how to get our employees and our clients more engaged  

at what we do so that it will ultimately have an effect on the ‘customer’ 

experience?  In his usual high-energy, high-humor and high-content 

style, Jeff will give you the tools you need to get everyone more  

engaged.  “It starts at a grass roots level NOT with management” says  

Tobe.  He will even give you an easy engagement exercise to take  

back to your organization! 

 

 

Come out and enjoy some of Firehouse Subs’ delicious food, 
register to win a door prize, and do some networking! 

NO COST TO  
MEMBERS THANKS  
TO A SPONSORSHIP  
BY DOLLAR BANK! 

Wednesday, February 21 • 5:00-7:00 PM 

Hosted By Firehouse Subs 
 At Bovard Volunteer Fire Department  

 (2 Washington Street, Bovard, PA 15619) 



Member &  Moves  Milestones 
The Westmoreland County Transit Authority  

opened its compressed natural gas fueling station 

on December 14. The station will service six new 

MCI Commuter Coach buses powered by natural 

gas and approximately 20 additional buses by the 

end of 2018. “This gives us the opportunity to  

capitalize on the abundance of natural gas right 

here in Western Pennsylvania,” said Frank Tosto, 

transit authority board chairman. “The fuel is liter-

ally underfoot.”  Although passengers will hardly 

notice a difference, the benefits of natural gas over 

diesel are threefold — a lower noise level, greater 

fuel efficiency and environmental improvements. 

Elliott Group is one of the largest employers in 

Westmoreland County and all of SWPA. They 

manufacture large compressors and steam turbines 

for oil & gas applications such as the new Shell 

Monaca plant in Beaver County. Prior to the up-

graded infrastructure investment along the Turn-

pike at Rts. 130/136 and 66 by the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania, access to shipping routes and rail 

services was a logistical challenge. Elliott Group, 

the Turnpike Commission, DCED, our local elected 

officials, IDC, EGC, and the Chamber are proud to 

have played a role in making this project one that 

will retain jobs and grow our local economy.  

Excela Square at Latrobe is now open! The $40  

million, 115,000-square-foot medical center began 

construction in May 2016 with the goal of bringing 

together a number of Excela primary care and  

specialty services that are scattered among differ-

ent locations in the Latrobe area. Modeled after 

the medical mall approach at Excela Square at 

Norwin, located in North Huntingdon, Excela 

Square at Latrobe will bring together more than 

40 physicians under one roof. It is the new home 

of the Latrobe Hospital Family Medicine Residen-

cy program and its related primary care offices.  

Congratulations to Judy Woodring Schafer, the 

2017 recipient of the Westmoreland Association of 

Volunteer Administrators (WAVA) Volunteer  

of the Year Award for Westmoreland County.  

Judy was honored for her involvement with  

Angela’s Angels. A founding member of Angela’s 

Angels, Judy was presented the award at the  

WAVA holiday luncheon on December 14 at  

Ferrante’s Lakeview in Greensburg. Angela’s  

Angels provides prom and special occasion wear for 

economically disadvantaged high school girls.  

Schafer oversees all aspects of the boutique, initates 

alterations and assists girls with selecting apparel. 

http://triblive.com/news/healthnow/11722033-74/latrobe-excela-care
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Kopas spent his time talking about the many enti-
ties the county sponsors – many of which make 
Westmoreland County the best place to work and 
live. That includes Westmoreland County Commu-
nity College, where current enrollment tops 5,200. 
Kopas touts the fact that 97 percent of the col-
lege’s graduates live and work in southwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

Another county partner is the Arnold Palmer Re-
gional Airport. Kopas said the economic impact 
and significance of the airport cannot be overstat-
ed. He said the economic impact is upwards over 
$200 million per year with 300,000 passengers 
passing through the airport going to and coming 
back from Florida and South Carolina. 

Other partners Kopas mentioned included the 
Westmoreland Conservation District, the West-
moreland County Transit Authority, West-
moreland County Industrial Development Corp., 
the Westmoreland Library Network, West-
moreland Cleanways, the Westmoreland County 
Historical Society and several others. 

In addition, the county supports a variety of other 
human service organizations to improve the lives 
of county residents who are struggling like the 
Blackburn Center, the Welcome Home Shelter and 
the Family Services of Western Pennsylvania. 

“To be clear, we don’t have to do any of this, but 
it’s a great value (to our residents),” said Kopas.  

Anderson made sure to acknowledge the contri-
butions of the people in the room. 

“The people in this room are the engines that run 
Westmoreland County,” Anderson said. 

His remarks centered on the economic develop-
ment efforts in the county, including the 16 indus-
trial parks that are already built in Westmoreland 
County and the prospect of a 17th near Waltz Mill 
fronting the Route 70 corridor on a 206-acre lot 
with railroad access. One of the most important 
facets of the project, Anderson said, is the oppor-
tunity to expand infrastructure in the area, which 
includes areas that don’t have sewage service. 

Anderson also broached the topic of county-wide 
reassessment. Although the county hasn’t had a 
reassessment in 45 years, Anderson sees no rea-
son now to have the county’s estimated 200,000 
properties reassessed. Countywide, Anderson said 
the number of residents not satisfied with their 
tax assessment is declining – not increasing – each 
year. Last year, it was down to one-third of one 
percent. 

According to Anderson, the county has had Tyler 
Technologies on standby should a reassessment 
be deemed necessary. It is estimated that a reas-
sessment would cost taxpayers $12 to $18 million. 

A reassessment, Anderson said, would be 
“revenue neutral,” which means one-third of resi-
dents would see an increase, one-third a de-
crease, and one-third would stay the same. 

“Should we spend $18 million – money we don’t 
have – on a reassessment. The three of us say no.” 

Afterwards, chamber members had the opportuni-
ty to ask the commissioners their own questions. 
In addition, the traditional conclusion of the 
luncheon is for each commissioner to make a 
prediction for the coming year. 

Cerilli said she sees an all-Pennsylvania Super 
Bowl with the Steelers and Eagles in a turnpike 
battle.  

Last year, Kopas predicted that the chamber 
luncheon would have to be moved to a bigger 
room and in fact, the luncheon was moved from 
Ferrante’s Lakeview in 2017 to the Ramada in 
2018. Although to be honest, Kopas admitted it 
was the first time he was right in five years. So, 
he’s going for two in a row. 

“I predict eight inches of snow on Saturday,” joked 
Kopas. 

Anderson recalled last year he forecasted that the 
2017 Westmoreland County Air Show would be 
the best ever. With the air show being moved to 
the end of July this year to coordinate it with Pitts-
burgh Steelers Training Camp held across the road 
at Saint Vincent College, Anderson said he’s stick-
ing with that prediction. 

“Combining the air show with Steeler camp. What 
a fantastic opportunity for Westmoreland County. 
Talk about economic development. Wow!”  

Casino • From 4 

There is an award-winning summer program 
that since 1979 has been exciting the imagina-
tions of high school students throughout Penn-
sylvania about the world of business and pri-
vate enterprise. That program, Pennsylvania 
Free Enterprise Week (PFEW), will be marking 
its 40th storied year this July and August. PFEW 
was founded specifically to teach rising high 
school juniors and seniors about the American 
private enterprise system and what it means to 
our country. PFEW now annually holds five 
sessions in July and August, serving nearly 
2,200 students on the campuses of Lycoming 
College and the Pennsylvania College of Tech-
nology, both located in Williamsport, PA. 
 

The focus of each session is to group the par-
ticipants into management teams of junior 
executives who have inherited underperform-
ing imaginary companies. These teams, under 
the guiding hands of volunteer “executives-on-
loan” called Company Advisors, operate their 
firms for a computer simulated three-year 
period of time. They work with balance sheets, 
statements of income, marketing and advertis-
ing concepts, etc., and must react to a variety 
of external factors as well. Sound familiar? 

The Westmoreland County Chamber is proud 
to support PFEW and we encourage our local 
companies and civic organizations to provide 
sponsorship for our students and, if possible, 
volunteers for the sessions. Every student 
attends PFEW on a fully tax-deductible $575 
scholarship (the actual value of the scholarship 
is about $1,500) which is provided by a local 
firm, foundation, civic organization, or individ-
ual. PFEW is also an approved Educational 
Improvement Organization through the PA 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) 
program. Each student wears the name of their 
sponsor throughout the week and writes them 
after graduation to report on what they have 
learned.  
 

If you would like to learn more about this 
award-winning program and how you can help, 
please call the Chamber directly or contact 
Scott Lee, vice president of marketing & devel-
opment for the Foundation for Free Enterprise 
Education at (814) 833-9576 ext. 8, or e-mail 
him at scott@pfew.org.  
PFEW is open to all current sophomores and 
juniors in Pennsylvania and information on 
attendance, as well as program applications, 

Business Program Excites Local Students 

can be found on the PFEW website. Questions 
can be directed to Amber Goss, Schools  
Manager for PFEW, by calling her office at 
(814) 833-9576 ext. 6, or emailing her at  
amber@pfew.org. 

         When I first heard about this  

business camp, the first thing that came to 

mind was ‘no way, absolutely not.’ Well, here  

I am saying, ‘I would absolutely do this week  

all over again a million times.’ This week  

was packed with challenging excitement.  

The business sponsorship was more than  

just a sponsorship. It helped shape  

me into a better person.    
 

– Hailey Thiel, Greater Latrobe SHS  

“ 

”  

mailto:scott@pfew.org
mailto:amber@pfew.org


Meet our Member Spotlight for  
February: Shawn Piatek, Director  
of Sales for Precision Business  
Solutions. 
  

Precision Business Solutions is a 
Cyber Security and IT management 
company certified in compliance 
measures across many fields,  
including HIPAA and NIST 800-171 
(Federal government standard for 
Cyber Security measures for pro-
tecting controlled unclassified in-
formation). They work with organi-
zations of all sizes and verticals - 

from individual entrepreneurs to the Department of Homeland 
Security. As Director of Sales, Shawn’s responsibilities largely  
center around expanding the business’ presence into new markets 
and making prospective customers aware of the services they  
provide. 
 

“I really enjoy helping people,” Shawn says. “Our organization 
provides services that combat what are still relatively new and 
growing issues and threats to all kind of organizations.” In this 
digital age, many businesses rely on web-based applications and 
systems to operate and store their data. A network outage, an 
intrusion, or a crash can be catastrophic to organizations of all 
sizes if they are not properly prepared. He continues, “Helping to 
educate people and organizations on the threats they risk when ill-
prepared; and helping them to understand how to better protect 
themselves - that is what I really enjoy. And I am proud to work for 
an organization that provides free online training to all individuals 
and organizations, whether or not they are a client (available at 
www.PrecisionBS.com).  
 

What does Shawn enjoy most about his Chamber membership?  
He explains, “Our organization is a member of many chambers of 
commerce, and I can confidently say the Westmoreland County 
Chamber of Commerce is among the very best. The Chamber has 
assisted me, in a relatively short amount of time, to establish new 
relationships with people and organizations throughout West-
moreland County. I really appreciate the wide array of networking 
and educational events held by the chamber. And the staff and 
ambassadors do a great job of helping newcomers to get involved 
and make new connections.” 
 

In his free time, Shawn can often be found alongside his wife and 
three very active teen/preteen children—at a hockey rink, volley-
ball court, softball field, gymnastics event or dance recital. He also 
enjoys traveling and mountain biking.  

From the Chairman 
All quotes by Vince Lombardi:* 

 “Winning isn’t everything, it’s 

the only thing.”  

 “The achievements of an or-

ganization are the results of 

the combined effort of each 

individual.” 

 “The spirit, the will to win and 

the will to excel --- these are 

the things that will endure  

        and these are the qualities 

        that are so much more  

        important than any of the events themselves.” 
 

The Executive Committee was reviewing the 2017 results,  

preparing for another great year.  
 

As we were reviewing the key performance indicators, it rein-

forced to me that the Westmoreland County Chamber of Com-

merce is an organization of winners. Chad Amond, his staff, the 

Board, and all of you, the membership, are a winning team. 
 

The combined effort of many individuals is evident in the success 

of the collaboration with businesses and Westmoreland County-

wide organizations, the numerous events/programs, key advoca-

cy, excellent service, continuing growth, and steadfast values.  
 

But what really makes us all special as an organization is after 

the collaboration, the events, and the effort, our individual spir-

it, will to win, and will to excel remains. 
 

We should appreciate and celebrate the Westmoreland County 

Chamber of Commerce as a winning organization. Come join us… 

 
* Vincent Thomas Lombardi was an American football player, 
coach, and executive in the National Football League. He is best 
known as the head coach of the Green Bay Packers during the 
1960s, where he led the team to three straight and five total NFL 
Championships in seven years, in addition to winning the first two 
Super Bowls at the conclusion of the 1966 and 1967 NFL seasons. 
Following his sudden death from cancer in 1970, The NFL Super 
Bowl trophy was named in his honor. He was enshrined in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in 1971, the year after his death. Lombardi 
is considered by many to be the greatest coach in football history, 
and he is more significantly recognized as one of the greatest 
coaches and leaders in the history of any American sport. 

 

 
Michael T. Storms 

Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce Board Chairman 
Director of Operations, Engineered Products, Elliott Group 

CHAMBER CENTRAL 

Shawn Piatek of Precision Business Solutions 

http://www.PrecisionBS.com
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ALEX SHAFLEY, Mount Pleasant Student of the Month 

for November, was honored at a luncheon on December 18 at 

Alexander’s Pizza & Subs in Mount Pleasant. Pictured (from left) 

are Alex Shafley, Student of the Month; Jodi Ovitsky, Mount 

Pleasant H.S. Teacher; Leyla Pilon-Sinclair, Director of Member-

ship Services for the Westmoreland County Chamber; and 

Dave Stairs of Nationwide Insurance, Sponsor.  

EMILY ADOBATO, Southmoreland Student of the 

Month for November, was honored at a luncheon on January 9 

at The Filling Station in Mount Pleasant. Pictured (from left) are 

Leyla Pilon-Sinclair, Director of Membership Services for the 

Westmoreland County Chamber; Emily Adobato, Student of 

the Month; Vicki Lawson of Walmart, Sponsor; and Paul  

Brittain, Southmoreland H.S. Yearbook Advisor.  

The Women of Westmoreland (WOW) works to  
empower Chamber members and to advance  
women’s leadership in our local economy  
through networking, professional  
development, and community engagement. 
 

Any working woman who is a member of  
the Westmoreland County Chamber of  
Commerce is invited to become a  
participant of the Women of  
Westmoreland (WOW). Guests are more  
than welcome to attend to explore  
Chamber membership opportunities. 
 

Consider joining the Women of Westmoreland (WOW)! 

 Continue professional development of executive and              
organizational abilities 

 Woman-to-woman networking opportunities 

 Support education projects and promotional development 
needs of members 

 Continue professional personal growth of members through 
mentor/mentee relationships 

 Recognize women in business, honoring women who                
exemplify outstanding leadership accomplishment and            
service to the community 

 Encourage projects related to business, government, public 
education and community betterment.  

 Volunteer efforts to promote programs of substance and            
value to the chamber community 

 

For more information, please contact Leyla at724-834-2900  
or leyla@westmorelandchamber.com. 

WOMEN OF WESTMORELAND 

The Chamber is pleased to introduce… 

Women of  
Westmoreland 

Plan to attend the first WOW networking luncheon! 
 

Tuesday, February 27, 11:30 AM 
Waterworks in Greensburg 

 

Register online at www.westmorelandchamber.com 



Apex Business  

Consultants, LLC 
Bob Nelson 

220 Heinz Street, Suite R310 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

412-849-9969 

www.ApexBusConsultants.com 

Accounting, Tax Preparation, 

Bookkeeping 

 

Connellsville Counseling 

& Psychological  

Services, LLC 
Roxane Mongelluzzo 

599 North Church Street, Suite 100 

Mount Pleasant, PA 15666 

724-626-8420 

www.connellsvillecounseling.com 
Medial Services 

 

DanK Sales & Service 
Dan Kravetz  

124 Elm Drive  

Trafford, PA 15085 

412-605-2337 

Advertising, Marketing,  

PR & Design 

 

Elegant Catering 
Jeffrey Yelinek 

PO Box 10 

Youngwood, PA 15697 

724-925-6309 

www.elegantcatering.us 

Catering & Banquet Facilities 

RR Donnelley 
John Sapanara 
218 North Braddock Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
412-742-1846 
www.rrdonnelley.com 
Printers & Business Forms 
 

Schooley Mitchell  
of Pittsburgh 
Marc Schwalb 
729 Heathergate Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238 
412-406-8524 
www.schooleymitchell.com/ 
mschwalb 
Business Coaches, Consultants, 
Speakers, Authors 

Smiling Media Group 
Trent Griffith 

166 Woodside Lane 

Verona, PA 15147 

412-596-8444 

www.smilingmediagroup.com 

Advertising, Marketing,  

PR & Design 

 

The Corner 
Alyssa Boehringer 

701 5th Avenue 

New Kensington, PA 15068 

724-400-4777 

www.thecornernewken.com 

Co-Working &  

Flexible Workspace 
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2018 Board of Directors 
 

Michael Storms - Elliott Group (Chair) 
Christina Jansure - Jeannette Specialty Glass (Vice Chair) 
Bradley Roth - Kattan Ferretti Financial (Treasurer) 
Ron Ott - University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg (Secretary)  
 

Linda Dickson - Redstone Presbyterian SeniorCare 
Walt Henry - THE pt GROUP Physical Therapy                               
Michelle Ivill - Vale Vista Associates  
John Kline - S&T Bank 
Sherry Magretti-Hamilton - Westmoreland County Register of Wills  
Jeffrey McDonald - West Penn Power/First Energy                                                   
George O’Brien - YMCA of Greensburg 
Dennis O’Hara - Guardian Construction Management  
Dr. Gennaro “Jamie” Piraino Jr. - Franklin Regional School District 
Jason Rigone - Westmoreland County Industrial Development Company 
James Smith - Economic Growth Connection 
Dr. Tuesday Stanley - Westmoreland County Community College 
Paul Ward - Kennametal  
 

*James Creenan - Creenan & Baczkowski, PC 
*Michael Egan - CBL Associates/Westmoreland Mall 
*Bill Ferri - Ferri Pharmacy  
*Ann Nemanic - Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau  
*Tony Vecchio - Coldwell Banker  
 

* Ex-officio member  

 

Chamber Staff 
Chad Amond - President & CEO 
Joanne Pearson - Director of Operations 
Leyla Pilon-Sinclair - Director of Membership Services 
Tricia Thomas - Director of Communications & Event Planning 
Grace Markum - Leadership Westmoreland Facilitator/Consultant 

Building Business. Connecting Communities. Empowering Everyone.  

Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce 

241 Tollgate Hill Road | Greensburg, PA 15601                                                                                         
Phone:  724-834-2900 / Fax:  724-837-7635 

 
























